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Rabbit Trapping in Tweed Shire                                    Tweed Shire Council  

PROTOCOL ON ANIMAL WELFARE AND TRAP MANAGEMENT 
It is a condition of borrowing this trap that you use it to target and trap Rabbits only. 

It is a condition of borrowing this trap that you observe the requirements of the NSW 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1979. 

When trapping 
 You must position the trap so that there is adequate shade at all times for the trapped 

Rabbits and so that the Rabbits are protected from the extremes of weather. 

 The trap must contain fresh food and clean water at all times. 

 If a native animal is trapped it must be released as soon as it is detected.  

 The Rabbits are not to be exposed to undue stress while trapped — avoid approaching the 
traps unless you are going to remove the Rabbit from the trap and transport it to the Vet. 

 The traps are to be monitored at all times to prevent non-target species from entering. 
Rabbits are to be cleared from cages as soon as possible. Food and water is to be supplied 
if the rabbit is expected to remain in the cage longer than half an hour. 

 When you are transporting the Rabbit, put a cloth sheet over the trap to help prevent 
additional trauma to the animal during transportation.   

 Trapped Rabbits must not be subjected to lengthy period’s in-transit.  Ensure you drive a 
direct route to the Vet and that you drop the Rabbit off at the Vet prior to attending to 
other tasks.    

Rehoming captured rabbits 
If you know the owner of the Rabbit you are trapping, Council advises you to return the Rabbit 
to the owner.  If possible, please provide the owner with one of Councils education pamphlet 
on the importance of keeping rabbits enclosed.   

The Tweed Shire Council pound does not accept rabbits.    The Rabbit Sanctuary will accept 
captured rabbits from domestic stock.  In a combined program with the RSPCA all surrendered 
rabbits are desexed, vaccinated, microchipped and rehomed. For more information see the 
Rabbit Sanctuary website http://www.rabbitsanctuary.com.au/ for a volunteer to arrange for 
collection of the rabbit. 

Euthanasia of trapped Rabbits  
If the trapped rabbit is not being returned to its owner or rehomed via the Rabbit Sanctuary, it 
may be euthanised.  It is the responsibility of the persons borrowing this trap to organise for 
euthanasia of trapped Rabbits and the form of death must be quick, painless, and stress-free. 

Methods of euthanasia that are acceptable to this program are those outlined by the NSW DPI 
GEN001 Methods of Euthanasia, which are cervical dislocation, shooting and overdose by 
barbiturates.  Access http://nrmonline.nrm.gov.au/catalog/mql:1599 for more detail. 

Unless you are experienced in applying the above methods, you must organise for the trapped 
Rabbit to be transported to King Street Veterinary Clinic, Murwillumbah where the Rabbit will 
be euthanased at no charge to the trap operator.  This service is only available during 
normal business hours.  Please call the clinic prior to delivering the Rabbit on (02) 6672 4322. 

In order to access the free euthanasia service, a copy of this form (filled out and 
signed) must be presented at the time the Rabbit is dropped off for euthanasia.     
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Trap management and care 
 It is the responsibility of the persons borrowing this trap to return it to one of Tweed Shire 

Council's offices and to alert the relevant Council contact that this has occurred. 

 It is the responsibility of the person borrowing this trap to ensure that the trap is returned to 
Council clean and in good working condition, or to bear the costs associated with returning 
the trap to good working condition or replacing the trap. 

Rabbit Trapping Tips 
Listed below are some trapping tips that should be followed to get results for your efforts: 

1. Rabbit traps should be washed with soap and water or with bleach and water to get rid of 
any human smells on the traps both before use and after each trapped Rabbit is removed.   

2. Handling the traps after washing should be done with gloves to prevent oils from your 
hands being left on the traps.  

3. Feed the Rabbits at the site for 3 days before you put the trap out.  Bait the trap 
on the fourth day.   

4. Once you have trapped and euthanased a Rabbit, start free-feeding again before baiting 
the trap to catch subsequent Rabbits. 

5. Traps are best left in areas where rabbits seek shelter or food.  Putting a trap out in the 
middle of your lawn is likely to be less effective than leaving the trap near some bushes or 
a garden.  Use common sense and your instincts when deciding where to lay the trap.   

6. Use suitable bait.  Some suitable foods to use as bait are:  - Broccoli;  Sweet Potato;  
Alfalfa hay; Apple;  Carrot;  Rolled oats soaked in apple juice, and  Peanut butter. 

7. Fresh bait is more likely to catch a Rabbit than stale bait, so baits should be refreshed each 
day.  Baits need to be placed at the far end of the trap, so take care not to not to leave 
your scent on the trap when putting in the bait.   

 

If you have not trapped the first of the target Rabbits within one week of initiating 
your trapping program, please do not hesitate to contact Tweed Shire Councils 
Invasive Species Officer for assistance.   

Contact phone number is 02 66 70400. 

 

I (print name)……………………………………………………………commit to act in accordance with all 
of the above protocols. 

Signed:            Date:      

Address:                 

          Phone number:      

Trap number                                


