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Tweed Link

Environmental leaders graduate
A graduation ceremony held at Tweed Regional Museum, 
Murwillumbah has celebrated 18 Year 10 students completing 
Council’s inaugural Secondary Schools Environmental 
Leadership Program.

The program aims to better support students’ environmental 
initiatives in schools and the community. 

More than 30 students applied from 11 Tweed secondary schools 
for the 18 places, funded through Council’s environmental education 
funds. An additional grant from Boeing enabled students to benefit 
from the expertise of the Centre for Sustainability Leadership (CSL). 

The students completed a three-day Outward Bound Australia 
wilderness experience in Kunghur. 

Students are now putting environmental projects into action at 
school and in their community, with initiatives which range from 

beach clean-up days, recycling in schools, to planting more native 
trees within school grounds.

CSL worked with the students to explore the concepts of 
environmental leadership, refining their skills in delivering 
environmental projects and practiced sharing the students’ stories 
about their environmental passions and actions.

Director of Science at Lindisfarne Anglican Grammar School, 
Daniel Robins, participated in the program. 

“From being involved I got to see first-hand the value of the 
program,” Mr Robins said.

“It was good for the students to meet Council officers who are 
working in areas they are passionate about. The program was an 
excellent opportunity to build on our efforts to set the right example 
in environmental sustainability at school.”

Some of the 2018 Environmental Leaders Program participants at graduation: Murwillumbah High School students Ethan Graham and 
Kika Brace, Wollumbin High School students Ella Curtis and Tahlia-Belle Janetzki and Lindisfarne student Patrick Brabant.

Flood repair work 
almost complete
Tweed Shire Council is on track to practically complete all 
road repairs from the March 2017 flood by Christmas, weather 
permitting. A small amount of tidy-up work might continue 
into the New Year.

As at the start of December, Council contractors were working 
on the last remaining repairs to 15 roads, namely Byrrill Creek, 
Commissioners Creek, Doon Doon, Eviron, Fernvale, Garden of 
Eden, Glengarrie, Hogans, Hopkins Creek, Kyogle, Limpinwood, 
Manns, Mt Burrell, Numinbah and Porters roads. On some of 
these roads, works were nearing completion.

The only major outstanding roads and bridges task to go into 
the New Year will be to finish building the new Byrrill Creek Bridge, 
which is expected to be completed by June 2019. 

The new two-lane concrete bridge will replace a one-lane 
temporary timber bridge, which has been in place since the flood. 
It will be more flood resilient and comply with current design 
standards. It will cost $4.35 million, of which half has been funded 
under the Australian Government’s Department of Infrastructure 
and Regional Development’s Bridges Renewal Program. Council 
will contribute the other $2.17 million. 

Repairs to the South Murwillumbah flood levee also will be 
undertaken next year at a cost of $3.75 million.

The March 2017 flood left 1529 road and bridge damages 
on 195 roads across the shire. In the immediate aftermath, the 
damages bill was estimated at $28.9 million but has since been 
revised down to $26.1 million. 

Natural Disaster Relief and Recovery Arrangements (NDRRA) 
funding has compensated for all but $3.5 million of the repairs, 
which includes Council’s contribution to the Byrrill Creek Bridge 
build ($2.17m).

“We are very pleased with both the speed of repair to our roads 
and bridges and the fact that the shortfall from NDRRA funding is 
negligible, when you remove the cost of the new bridge at Byrrill 
Creek,” Manager Infrastructure Delivery Tim Mackney said.

“The road repairs will effectively be completed six months 
ahead of the NDRRA funding cut-off of June 2019. Considering the 
repairs were the equivalent of an entire year of roadworks on top 
of our normal program, we are very pleased to have managed to 
deliver both within those timeframes.

“In the emergency phase after the flood we did minor repairs 
while we planned a two-stage recovery process. First we enlisted 
a panel of contracting companies capable of undertaking the 
repairs and then, as packages of work were made shovel-ready, 
they tendered for the work available.

“While this two-stage engagement process took some time to 
get in place, it has paid dividends by allowing us to cut through 
some of the red tape of contracting out works.

“From there, our Flood Restoration team has managed  
the process very well and everything has flowed relatively 
smoothly and we are now in the enviable position of saying: ‘Job’s 
basically done’.”

Please help protect our newest Hastings Point residents
Hastings Point is always a popular place, particularly for our 
feathered friends. Here’s an update on some special residents.

Beach Stone-curlews
The critically endangered Beach Stone-curlew pair continue to 

diligently incubate their single egg in their protective enclosure, 
surrounded by locals and holiday makers making the most of the 
great beach weather.

We expect all going well, their single egg will hatch any day (it 
hadn’t at the time of going to print) and they will be proud parents 
of a fully-feathered chick.

On the whole, the public has been super supportive in respecting 
the curlews, assisted greatly by a steady presence of local bird 
lovers and members of Northern Rivers Birdlife.

Please remember:
• Dogs are prohibited at the Cudgera Creek Park, estuary and 

beach. Rangers are doing regular patrols and the public 
are urged to report sightings of dogs in the signposted dog 
exclusion zone directly to Council

• Please respect the fenced enclosure. Undue disturbance can 
cause the parents to move from the nest, affecting incubation 
and leaving the egg open to predation

Once the egg hatches, the chick and parents may decide to 
move to a more secluded spot within the Cudgen Creek estuary 
mouth to start the process of chick-rearing. This is a very 
vulnerable period for the chick, so again we please request that the 
public respect the curlews, give them space and keep dogs away 
from this area.

Pied Oystercatchers
A birdwatcher recently reported to Council a week-old Pied 

Oystercatcher chick being fed by its parents – also at Cudgera 
Creek, Hastings Point. The Pied Oystercatcher is another of the 
Tweed Coast’s threatened beach-nesting birds. 

The Pied Oystercatcher had been incubating their eggs, again 
protected by a rope fence enclosure on the beach side of the creek 

when locals reported the nest as abandoned. However the pair 
obviously managed to successfully hatch one of their eggs and is 
now utilising the Cudgera Creek Estuary to raise their chick.

Both parents have yellow leg flags ‘L4’ and ‘L6’ with both birds 
born in 2009 at Brunswick River and Belongil (respectively) in the 
Byron Shire.

They are well known locals at Cudgera Creek, having lived here 
for many years. As with the Beach Stone-curlews please respect 
the oystercatchers, give them space and keep dogs away from 
this area.

Pictured guarding its egg at Hastings Point is the critically 
endangered Beach Stone-curlew. This baby Pied Oystercatcher chick needs our help to keep safe.
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Planning Committee Meeting Agenda 
Thursday, 6 December 2018
The Planning Committee Meeting Agenda for Thursday, 6 December 
2018 is available on Council’s website www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/
CouncilMeetings. The meeting will be held in the Harvard Room, 
Tweed Heads Administration Building, Brett Street, Tweed Heads 
commencing at 5.30pm. A Planning Access Session on the items on 
the Planning Committee Agenda is to be held at 4.30pm prior to the 
Planning Committee Meeting.

Reports for consideration
Planning and Regulation
1 Development Application DA18/0320 for a Residential Flat 

Building Including Demolition of Existing Structures at Lot 10 Sec 
3 DP 758571; No. 178 Marine Parade Kingscliff 

2 Development Application DA18/0518 for Alterations and Additions 
to Upper Level of Existing Imperial Hotel at Lot 2 DP 596914; No. 
115 Murwillumbah Street Murwillumbah 

3 Development Application DA16/0660 for a Water Extraction 
Facility at Lot 3 DP 1125925 Dungay Creek Road, Dungay 

4 8.2 Review of Determination of the Refusal of DA17/0805 for a 
Helipad at Lot 1 DP 735658; No. 477 Urliup Road Urliup 

5 Development Application DA18/0637 for a helipad at Lot 1 DP 
735658; No. 477 Urliup Road Bilambil 

6 Development Application DA18/0910 for a Water Bottling Facility 
and Use of Existing Structures for the Purposes of Commercial 
Water Extraction at Lot 1 DP 735658; No. 477 Urliup Road 
Bilambil 

7 Development Application DA18/0685 for a Concept Application 
for the New Tweed Valley Hospital and Stage 1 Works (NSW 
Planning & Environment Application No. SSD 9575) and SEPP 
to amend Tweed Local Environmental Plan 2014 at Lot 11 DP 
1246853 No. 771 Cudgen Road, Cudgen 

8 Development Application DA16/0579.01 for an Amendment to 
Development Consent DA16/0579 for Alterations and Additions 
to Water Bottling Facility at Lot 1 DP 883113 & Lot 2 DP 883113; 
No. 2574 Kyogle Road Kunghur 

9 Planning Proposal PP17/0003 Protection of Airspace Surrounding 
Bob Whittle Murwillumbah Airfield – Public Exhibition Review 

10 Short Term Rental Accommodation at No. 13 Aeolus Lane 
Casuarina 

11 Draft Tweed Shire Council Animal Pound – Rehoming and 
Minimising Euthanasia Policy 

12 Variations to Development Standards under State Environmental 
Planning Policy No. 1 – Development Standards

Tweed Coast Holiday Parks Meeting Agenda 
Thursday, 6 December 2018
The Tweed Coast Holiday Parks Meeting Agenda for Thursday, 6 
December 2018 is available on Council’s website www.tweed.nsw.gov.
au/CouncilMeetings. The meeting will be held in the Harvard Room, 
Tweed Heads Administration Building, Brett Street, Tweed Heads 
commencing at 5.30pm.

1 Minutes of the Ordinary and Confidential Tweed Coast Holiday 
Parks Reserve Trust Meetings held 6 August 2018 

Confidential items for consideration
Executive Manager of the Trust in committee
C1 Audited Financial Statement Report 2017/2018

Council Meeting Agenda 
Thursday, 6 December 2018
The Council Meeting Agenda for Thursday, 6 December 2018 
is available on Council’s website www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/
CouncilMeetings. The meeting will be held in the Harvard Room, 
Tweed Heads Administration Building, Brett Street, Tweed Heads 
commencing at 5.30pm.

1 Adoption of the Recommendations of the Planning Committee 
Meeting held Thursday 6 December 2018 

Reports for consideration
General Manager
2 Tweed Hospital Location 
3 Draft Filming Policy, Version 1.0 
Planning and Regulation
4 Cobaki Deed of Agreement 
5 Sponsorship of Planning Institute of Australia (PIA) Congress on 

Gold Coast – May 2019 

Engineering
6 Tweed Road Development Strategy Endorsement 
7 Landowners Consent – Development Application for a 

Telecommunications Facility at Lot 1 DP 528102 No. 47 Terranora 
Road, Banora Point 

8 RFO2018129 Provision of Manual Traffic Control Services 
9 RFO2018117 Rehabilitation of Gravity Sewerage Reticulation Mains 

Confidential items for consideration
Planning and Regulation in committee
C1 DA03/0445.03 Legal Advice after Land and Environment Court 

Judgement for No. 477 Urliup Road, Urliup 
C2 Compliance Update DA06/0603 at Lot 121 DP 1111869 No. 101 

Bryens Road, Nobbys Creek 
C3 Compliance Update DA05/0995 and DA16/0579, Mount Warning 

Spring Water, 2574 Kyogle Road, Kunghur 
C4 Illegal Land Use and Ongoing Barking Dog Complaints 

The Agendas for these meetings, which may also include any late or supplementary reports, will be updated prior to the date of the meetings. The meetings are 
open to the public. It should be noted that confidential items are considered in closed session, which excludes media and public. Minutes of these meetings will 
be available as soon as practical following the meetings and are unconfirmed until they are formally adopted at the next Council meeting.

Development Application Determinations
Notification of Development Application Determinations for the purposes 
of Section 4.59 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979 
(as amended).

Application details

Approved

DA18/0827 – In-ground swimming pool, deck and 1.8 m high front fence 
Lot 1 SP 67854, Unit 1/No. 8 Franklin Street, Banora Point

DA18/0834 – Carport within front building line 
Lot 912 DP 201135, No. 13 Marana Street, Bilambil Heights

DA18/0868 – In-ground swimming pool 
Lot 4 DP 881568, No. 113 Blissetts Road, Carool

DA18/0729 – Two storey dwelling and swimming pool 
Lot 23 DP 1145386, No. 77 Cylinders Drive, Kingscliff

DA18/0809 – Alterations and additions to existing dwelling including 
carport and in-ground swimming pool in three (3) stages 
Lot 49 DP 237400, No. 3 Valiant Street, Kingscliff

DA18/0883 – Alterations and additions to existing dwelling and 
privacy screen 
Lot 11 DP 576205, No. 24 Moss Street, Kingscliff

DA18/0881 – Carport within front building line 
Lot 10 DP 9487, No. 21 Tumbulgum Road, Murwillumbah

DA18/0775 – Swimming pool, retaining wall and dwelling alterations 
and additions 
Lot 219 DP 1033384, No. 7 Jagera Close, Pottsville

DA18/0861 – In-ground swimming pool 
Lot 1115 DP 1115395, No. 52 Lennox Circuit, Pottsville

DA18/0914 – Patio roof 
Lot 133 DP 802841, No. 20 Edinburgh Court, Pottsville

DA18/0763 – Two storey dwelling and swimming pool 
Lot 309 DP 1238182, No. 9 Ossa Boulevard, Terranora

DA18/0944 – Shed 
Lot 30 DP 790741, No. 3 Warrego Place, Terranora

DA18/0725 – Detached secondary dwelling and garage/studio/office 
Lot 10 DP 247427, No. 7 Cooley Street, Bogangar

DA18/0618 – Construction of a new pontoon and gangway 
Lot 80 DP 260472, Lot 35 DP 260432, No. 14 Sandpiper Avenue, 
Tweed Heads 

DA18/0701 – Converting parts of existing dwelling to a secondary dwelling 
Lot 189 DP 29194, No. 33 Inlet Drive, Tweed Heads West

The above development determinations are available for public inspection 
free of charge at the Planning and Regulation Division, Murwillumbah Civic 
Centre, during ordinary office hours or viewed on Council’s DA Tracking 
site located at www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/datracking

And while we’re on the subject of stinks ...
If you flush wet wipes down the toilet, this is what you 
risk happening.

The picture (right) was taken in Bega Valley Shire. It’s a wet wipe 
blockage being pulled from the shire’s largest and most critical 
sewage pump station next to a busy boat ramp and very close to 
oyster leases on the lake at Merimbula. 

In October we reported an increase in sewer blockages in the 
Tweed due to wet wipes being flushed down the toilet. Every 
blockage risks raw sewage overflowing into the environment and 

all the inherent health risks that come with it.
Every blockage also costs either the property owner or the 

ratepayer thousands of dollars as both workers and equipment can 
be tied up for hours clearing a single blockage. Then, there’s the 
damage to pumps and equipment. 

So, what is the real cost of those handy little conveniences? In 
Australia, it’s estimated at $15 million a year to pull them out of our 
sewerage systems.

Please don’t put wipes in our pipes. Bin them instead.

Council office closures over Christmas period
Council offices at Murwillumbah and Tweed Heads will be 
closed over the Christmas and New Year period from Monday 
24 December 2018 to Tuesday 1 January 2019. The offices will 
reopen again at 8.30am on Wednesday 2 January 2019.

For Council emergencies only during this time please call 
1800 818 326.

Tweed Shire Council wishes you a safe and happy festive  
holiday season.

Avoid a stink with your plumber
Tweed residents who think the sewer system is blocked 
should call Council at any time before they call a plumber to 
avoid a stink over a plumber’s bill.

The phone number to call is (02) 6670 2400 in office hours or 
1800 818 326 after hours. 

Council can quickly determine if the blockage is our problem 
or the responsibility of the property owner by checking the sewer 
inspection shaft. 

The inspection shaft is the point where responsibility transfers 
from the Council to the property owner. 

The owner is responsible for ensuring the inspection shaft is 
visible and accessible (not covered with vegetation etc) and for 
anything that happens from the inspection shaft back to the house. 
Council is responsible for maintenance and repairs downstream of 
the shaft in the public sewer.

If a property owner thinks they have a blocked sewer, they can 
check their inspection shaft by removing the lid and looking inside 
or they can ring Council to get help.

A general rule to apply is if the inspection shaft:

• contains wastewater or water, it’s probably Council’s problem 
and Council will fix it

• is clear, it’s probably the owner’s problem and the owner will 
need to hire a plumber at their own expense, or

• contains tree roots, it may be a shared problem and the cost 
to fix it also will be shared. 

In most cases, if a property owner engages a plumber, the 
property owner is liable for the bill. 

“We are receiving too many bills from plumbers we have not 
engaged and residents are being disappointed to learn that Council 
will not cover the cost,” Senior Engineer Peter Haywood said. 

“All Tweed plumbers know that Council should be called first  
to determine whether it’s a Council problem. They are asked to 
advise customers of this before they respond to a callout for a 
blocked sewer.”

To avoid blockages in the sewer system, customers are 
reminded that many items are not meant to be flushed. Despite 
their name, ‘flushable’ wipes are not flushable and are increasing 
causing blockages at Council’s sewerage pump stations.

http://www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/CouncilMeetings
http://www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/CouncilMeetings
http://www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/CouncilMeetings
http://www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/CouncilMeetings
http://www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/CouncilMeetings
http://www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/CouncilMeetings
www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/datracking
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Let’s All Recycle Right

Keep it Safe Keep it Clean Keep it Loose

Keep Out Small Items

Nothing smaller than a credit card

Keep out strapping, hose, 
netting, wires, cords and cables 

Only recycle these items No plastic bags or wrapping

Don’t bag or box your recyclables

For further information visit your local Council website or go to www.newaste.org.au

Rinse or wipe out containers

Keep Out Soft Plastics

to keep it coming ’round 

KEEP OUT:   

x

Keep it Simple

Nappies, food, fabric, cords, rope, dirty paper & cardboard, takeaway coffee cups & lids, meat & biscuit trays, & polystyrene.

GLASS 
BOTTLES & JARS 

PAPER & 
CARDBOARD

STEEL AND 
ALUMINIUM

PLASTIC 
CONTAINERS
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1300 292 872 or (02) 6670 2400

PO Box 816, Murwillumbah NSW 2484

tsc@tweed.nsw.gov.au

www.tweed.nsw.gov.au

Subscribe to the Tweed Link online at www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/Subscribe

or follow Council on:     

WATER WEEK 10 Check when your water meter is read at  
www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/MeterReading

Request for offer

RFO2018149 Supply and Install Guardrail at curve at 
575 Clothiers Creek Road

Offers close: Wednesday 4pm (DST) 12 December 2018

For further information please contact Ashley Tewes (02) 6670 2480.

RFO2018160 Tweed Heads Civic Centre Auditorium: Theatre 
Cabling and Lighting Upgrade

Offers close: Wednesday 4pm (DST) 9 January 2019

For further information please contact Todd Remmers on (02) 6670 2739.

Offers must be lodged as specified in the offer documentation. 
Request For Offer documentation is available at no charge from Council’s 
website at www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/tenders. Hard copy documentation 
is available and costs will be in accordance with Council’s advertised 
photocopying fees.
All Offers will be opened at closing time and will be considered by Council in 
accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 and the NSW 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005. The lowest or any offer is not 
necessarily accepted and canvassing of Councillors or staff will disqualify.

Modification application for public comment
The following Section 4.55 application has been received by the Tweed 
Shire Council and may be viewed on Council’s DA Tracking site located at  
www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/datracking for a period of fourteen (14) days from 
Wednesday 5 December 2018 to Wednesday 19 December 2018.

The proposal is not designated development and the Tweed Shire Council 
is the consent authority.

Applicant Location
Tweed Shire Council Lot 2 DP 1139059; No. 102 Lundberg Drive, 

South Murwillumbah; Lot 1 DP 232745; No. 92 
Lundberg Drive, South Murwillumbah; Lot 10 
DP 1071301; Quarry Road, South Murwillumbah

File no. Proposal
K00/0288.01 amendment to Development Consent K00/0288 

application for an extractive industry
Proposed modification

‘It is proposed to modify the above consent to enable quarrying activities 
of drilling, blasting and crushing which were not included in the original 
development application.

These activities are now proposed to remove existing material which 
cannot be removed by the approved methods of extraction (via bulldozer 
and excavator).

To enable this, amendment is proposed to condition No. 4 and condition 
No. 19 of the original consent.’

Any person may, during the period specified above, make a submission in 
writing to Council in relation to the Modification Application.
Where a submission is in the form of an objection, then the grounds of 
objection are required to be specified. In accordance with Clause 118 of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulations 2000, there is no right of 
appeal under Section 8.8 of the Act by an objector.
Any person may, during the above period, make a written submission to the 
General Manager of Council. It should also be noted that Council has adopted 
a policy whereby, on request, any submission including identifying particulars 
will be made public. Council will give consideration to the ‘Public Interest’  
and requests for confidentiality by submitters in determining access to 
submission letters. However, the provisions of the Government Information 
(Public Access) Act 2009 – GIPAA may result in confidential submissions being 
released to an applicant.
Please note – Requirements regarding Disclosure of Political Gifts  
and Donations
A disclosure is required to be made in a statement accompanying the relevant 
development or planning application by a person who makes the application. 
In addition, a person who makes a written submission either objecting to or 
supporting a relevant development or planning application must also make a 
disclosure if the person has made a reportable political donation.
Further information regarding Donations and Gift Disclosure are available on 
Council’s website www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/PlanningInformation

Road wrap – week starting 3 December 2018
Flood road repair works schedule

Contractor Crosana

Locality Road

Under traffic control – expect short delays

Rowlands Creek Manns

Bilambil Heights Scenic

Mount Burrell Kyogle

Glengarrie Glengarrie

Mount Burrell Mt Burrell

Hopkins Creek Hopkins Creek

Commissioners Creek Commissioners Creek

Bilambil Hogans

Terranora McAuleys

Contractor Geostabilise

Locality Road

Under traffic control – expect short delays

Chillingham Numinbah

Tweed Shire Council

Locality Road

Work on new bridge has commenced. Traffic control will be 
required at times – expect short delays.

Byrrill Creek Byrrill Creek

Expect short delays

Bilambil – heavy patching Bilambil Road.

Burringbar – water main upgrade. Minor traffic control on Tweed Valley 
Way near Broadway.

Chinderah – culvert replacement and pavement works Tweed Coast Road.

Cudgen – sub-division works may cause delays on Crescent Street 
between Tweed Coast Road and Cudgen Road. There are two separate 
subdivisions with road works and trucks accessing the sites (reduced 
speed limits in place).

Kielvale – water main upgrade at Reserve Creek Road; road reconstruction 
Reserve Creek Road, 5km east of Wulffs Lane.

Kingscliff – kerb and gutter replacement Surf Street; boardwalk 
reconstruction Cudgen Creek.

Mount Burrell – road reconstruction Kyogle Road, between Coalmine and 
Lofts Pinnacle roads.

Murwillumbah – pipe relining at Ewing Street (some traffic control 
expected); stormwater replacement Condong Street; replace kerb and 
gutter William Street.

Pottsville – pavement Elizabeth Street.

Terranora Village – subdivision works may cause delays on Henry Lawson 
Drive, between Coach Road and the Tennis Courts.

Tweed Heads – kerb and gutter Blue Water Crescent and Charles Street. 

Uki – resealing, patching various locations Kyogle Road.

Maintenance north – heavy patching Hogans and Carool roads.

Maintenance south – grading Garden of Eden Road; patching Nobbys 
Creek, Cane and Reserve Creek roads.

Christmas waste 
collection and 
landfill times
Bin collection will continue as usual  
over Christmas and New Year – 
regardless of public holidays.

Stotts Creek Resource Recovery 
Centre will be closed Christmas Day.

Visit www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/waste 
for further information or download 
Council's app at m.tweed.nsw.gov.au

How to recycle right
A new Recycle Right Campaign to keep it coming ‘round has 
been launched this week by North East Waste and its member 
Northern Rivers Councils, including Tweed.

The campaign reinforces the importance of recycling correctly 
and focuses on some key things we can all do to reduce 
contamination in our yellow bins.

Why do we need to take action?
In the wake of China’s National Sword Policy which came into 

force January this year, the campaign aims to simplify recycling 
messages and highlight recent changes.

For a long time China has been the largest importer of the 
world’s recycling, accepting over 30 million tonnes every year 
and ultimately having the capability to drive recycling prices and 
practices world-wide. 

Until a few years ago, China accepted recyclables with a relaxed 
contamination level of around 5 per cent – contamination being 
incorrect items mixed in with the material to be recycled. 

The National Sword Policy now enforces a strict contamination 
limit of 0.5 per cent, which understandably has sent the global 
recycling industry into shock with much of the world’s recycling no 
longer meeting this new export standard.

Council’s Unit Coordinator, Rod Dawson said it was important  
to remember recycling is a product that forms part of a  
continuous cycle. 

“Unlike landfill, a closed system where items are buried in 
the ground and lost forever, recycling keeps coming around.” 
Mr Dawson said.

“Where our recycling goes is dependent on market needs –  
the existence and profitability of companies who use recycled 
content to manufacture new items. The recycling industry is ever-
changing and therefore what we can put into our yellow lid bins 
changes accordingly.”

What can I do?
Follow these six key Recycle Right messages when using your 

yellow lid recycling bin:
1. Keep it simple – only recycle hard plastic bottles and 

containers, glass bottles and jars, steel and aluminium cans, 
paper and cardboard. 

2. Keep out soft plastics – including ALL plastic bags, even if 
they have a recycling symbol, are degradable or compostable, 
and other soft plastics such as plastic film, chip packets, 
bread bags and biscuit trays.

3. Keep out small items – anything smaller than a credit card. 
All lids must now be removed from bottles and those smaller 
than a credit card placed in the red lid bin.

4. Keep it safe – no strapping, hose, netting, wires, building 
materials, broken glass, chemicals and other hazardous 
materials that can harm the MRF workers or damage the 
machines. 

5. Keep it clean – rinse or wipe any excess food and drink from 
all bottles, containers and tins before placing them in your 
recycling bin. Keep out food scraps, nappies and soiled paper.

6. Keep it loose – put each item into your yellow lid bin 
separately, don’t bag, box or contain your recyclable items. 

To find out more about the Recycling Right Campaign visit  
www.tweed/nsw.gov.au/waste

Congratulations to Council’s MowBro team and to everyone else 
who helped raise funds for Movember. There were some really 
great moustaches grown during November to raise awareness 
about men’s health. A special mention goes to Kieran Griffiths 
(second left) for the best hair raising effort. Council staff raised 
around $1800, which will help fund programs to save and 
improve the lives of men. Together we are changing the face of 
men’s health. For more information visit au.movember.com
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