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Minutes of the Tweed Regional Gallery Advisory Committee Meeting held 
Wednesday 23 March 2022 

 
Venue: 

Tweed Regional Gallery & Margaret Olley Art Centre – Foyer  
 
Time: 

5.00pm 
 
Present: 

Cr Warren Polglase OAM, Cr Rhiannon Brinsmead (via phone), Martin Sullivan, 
Louise Devine, Penny Bond (Tweed Regional Gallery Foundation Ltd.), 
Heather McLachlan (Friends of Tweed Regional Gallery and Margaret Olley Art 
Centre Inc.), Susi Muddiman OAM (Gallery Director), Kree Harrison (Gallery 
Operations & Business Officer - Minutes) 
 

Apologies: 
Shirley Kennedy, Hobie Porter 

 
Minutes of Previous Meeting: 
 
Moved: Penny Bond 
Seconded: Heather McLachlan 
RESOLVED That the Minutes of the Tweed Regional Gallery Advisory Committee 
meeting held on Wednesday 17 November 2021 be accepted as a true and accurate 
record of the proceedings of that meeting. 
 
Business Arising:  
 
Martin Sullivan met informally with Council’s Community Development Officer 
Aboriginal regarding his earlier query investigating the possibility of including 
Indigenous acknowledgement on street signs of the Shire. Mr Sullivan has 
acknowledged that there are now more pressing proprieties due to the recent 
flooding across the Shire.    
 
Director’s Report 
The Gallery Director presented her report to the Committee, highlighting exhibitions, 
events and public programs held at the Gallery during the period 1 January – 16 
March 2022. This included special events held in conjunction with the exhibitions At 
home: Margaret Olley & Ben Quilty and A History of Forgetting: Alex Seton.  
 
The Gallery Director’s report detailed acquisitions to the collection including the 
works recently displayed in the Byron School of Art exhibition Shared knowledge. 
These works were purchased through the Gallery Donations Fund. 
 
A ceramic sculpture titled Black Cockatoo sitting on burnt banksia stump was 
purchased with the assistance of the Tweed Regional Gallery Foundation Ltd. by 
Bundjalung First Nations artist Penny Evans. 
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Artist Naomi Hobson gifted her finalist entry in the 2021 Olive Cotton Award for 
photographic portraiture to the collection. The Gallery Director noted the additional 
attachment included in Committee meeting documents which is an extract from 
VAULT magazine featuring the artist who is ‘on the rise’ and gaining significant 
attention in the arts sector. 
 
Two paintings by an artist of the region, Mike Chavez were also donated through the 
Australian Government’s Cultural Gifts Program.   
 
Moved: Martin Sullivan 
Seconded: Louise Devine 
RESOLVED: That the Gallery Director’s Report be accepted and acquisitions to the 
collection ratified. 
 
In response to a query regarding an opportunity for Committee members to view the 
recent acquisition the Gallery Director noted that approximately every fourth 
collection exhibition showcases new acquisitions. It was also noted that the Byron 
School of Art works were recently displayed in the exhibition Shared knowledge.   
 
The Foundation and the Friends of the Gallery will also be hosting a ticketed event 
on 19 August that will provide an exclusive opportunity to view new acquisitions.  
 
General Business: 
 

• The current Café license expires on 30 July 2022. As a result of Council’s 
tender process, new operators will be commencing in August 2022.  

 
• Expressions of Interest for Council Advisory Committees will be released soon, 

including due dates. Terms of Reference for the Tweed Regional Gallery 
Advisory Committee have been updated. The Gallery Director noted there are 
no major changes. 
 

• Up to 13 community members can be allocated to the Tweed Regional Gallery 
Advisory Committee. The Gallery Director will ensure current Committee 
members remain informed of the process. 

 
• The Gallery’s Accession and De-accession Policy is currently being updated to 

align with the Museum’s equivalent policy. It was noted by the Gallery Director 
that this is also an opportunity to review the four collection focus areas which 
have not been updated since the Margaret Olley Art Centre (MOAC) was 
opened and Olley works were added as an additional focus area.  

 
• As part of the new Councillor Induction Program, Councillors and ELT will be 

attending a tour of the Gallery on Wednesday 6 April. This will provide new 
Councillors with an exclusive opportunity to view behind the scenes 
operations of the Gallery.  
 

• The Gallery Director informed the Committee that the Gallery did not sustain 
any damage as a result of the recent flood event, other than some leaks 
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throughout the building. Some displaced community members, mainly those 
from Greenhills Caravan Park took refuge in the undercover carpark at the 
Gallery during the flood.  
 
The next Gallery newsletter will include opportunities for flood affected artists 
to attend upcoming events for free, including a writing workshop facilitated by 
Amber Creswell Bell to be held at Byron School of Art.  
 
Martin Sullivan reported that the Committee of the Friends of the Tweed 
Regional Gallery and Margaret Olley Art Centre Inc. had resolved at their 
meeting held today (23 March) to donate $1,000 to the Friends of the Lismore 
regional Gallery by way of supporting that organisation and the gallery as a 
result of the flood event.  
 

Next Meeting: 
The next meeting of the Tweed Regional Gallery Advisory Committee will be held on 
22 June 2022 (TBC). 
 
The meeting closed at 5.25pm 
 
EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP TEAM’S COMMENTS: 
Nil. 
 
EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP TEAM’S RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Nil. 
 


