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Minutes of the Tweed Regional Gallery Advisory Committee Meeting held 
Wednesday 22 June 2022 
 
Venue: 

Tweed Regional Gallery & Margaret Olley Art Centre – Foyer  
Time: 

5.00pm 
Present: 

Cr Rhiannon Brinsmead, Cr Nola Firth (Tweed Shire Council); Martin Sullivan, 
Hobie Porter, Louise Devine (Community Representatives); Heather McLachlan 
(Friends of Tweed Regional Gallery and Margaret Olley Art Centre Inc); Susi 
Muddiman OAM (Gallery Director). 
 

Apologies: 
Cr Warren Polglase (Tweed Shire Council); Penny Bond (Tweed Regional 
Gallery Foundation Ltd). 

 
Minutes of Previous Meeting: 
Moved: Louise Devine 
Seconded: Heather McLachlan 

RESOLVED That the Minutes of the Tweed Regional Gallery Advisory 
Committee meeting held on Wednesday 23 March 2022 be accepted as a true 
and accurate record of the proceedings of that meeting. 

 
Business Arising:  
Martin Sullivan to meet with Council’s Community Development Officer-Aboriginal for 
an update on street names. 
 
Report of the Art Gallery Director submitted to the Art Gallery Advisory 
Committee on Wednesday 22 June 2022 
 
The following information covers the period  
16 March – 12 June 2022 
Days open to the public: 60 
Days closed to public: 4 
Number of visitors: 12,944  
 
Exhibitions closing during the reporting period: 
Alex Seton: A History of Forgetting 
11 February – 17 April 2022 
 
Habitat: Megan Puls & Jo Norton  
4 February – 17 April 2022 
 
SOS: Belle Raine  
4 February – 17 April 2022 
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An Artist’s View 
25 February – 28 August 2022 
 
Making their mark: Australian artist prints from the collection 
3 September 2021 - 5 June 2022 
 
Transcending Likeness: contemporary portraits from the collection 
10 June 2022 – 5 February 2023 
 
The Supers: Craig Tuffin 
5 November 2021 - 1 May 2022 
 
Animal as Object: Deb Mostert 
6 May – 16 October 2022 
 
Multiverse: Meg Walters 
22 April – 10 July 2022 
 
Time Peace Altered: Kath Eagan 
22 April – 10 July 2022 
 
Throughout the reporting period the Gallery has continued to provide public 
programs online and in the Gallery, as well as abridged Guided Tours for smaller 
groups. The Gallery’s Workshop space re-opened during this period, but workshops 
were also held in the Gallery Foyer until the Workshop was available. When held in 
the Foyer, the programs were held on days that the Gallery was closed to the public. 
 
Staffing update 
The recruitment process for the Operations & Business Officer role has been 
completed. I am delighted to report that Kree Harrison has been successful in her 
application. Kree officially commenced her role on 23 May 2022. 
 
The recruitment of the Administrative Officer role has been a much more involved 
process than we would have liked, or anticipated. The position is yet to be advertised 
due to the requirement that the Position Description be presented to various 
committees of Council. It is hoped that the role will be advertised as soon as 
possible, hopefully within the next 2-3 weeks. 
 
The role of Curator: Exhibitions is also to be advertised as soon as possible. The 
Gallery is soon to lose the excellent staff member Sarah Wallace. Sarah tendered 
her resignation this week, with a finish date of 26 August. Sarah has accepted an 
exciting role as Assistant Curator at MONA in Hobart. We will miss Sarah’s 
exemplary work in the curatorial role, and wish her all the best for an exciting future 
career in a very different art gallery environment.  
 
2021 Year in Review 
The 2021 Year in Review was designed as an online publication and has been 
available on the Gallery’s website for a few months. The link to view the online 
version is https://gallery.tweed.nsw.gov.au/visit/the-gallery. 

https://gallery.tweed.nsw.gov.au/visit/the-gallery
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It has since been printed as a hard copy document for promotional purposes, and 
copies have been made available to you as Committee members. Please let me 
know if you would like additional copies to circulate.  
 
Café Licence 
The new operators The Munch Bunch (Toby and Hannah) will commence trading on 
Wednesday 10 August 2022. The current licensees conclude trade on 31 July 2022. 
The café will close to the public for 2 weeks for handover and refurbishment.  
 
Artist Paint Out and Community Picnic 
Pack a blanket, a picnic basket and an appreciation of art and enjoy the annual 
community picnic afternoon in the beautiful grounds of the Tweed Regional Gallery & 
Margaret Olley Art Centre. 
 
Held on Sunday 26 June from 2.00pm – 5.00pm, the afternoon will include live 
music, artists at work outdoors inspired by the glorious views, free art activities for 
the kids and, as an added bonus, a fashion clothing swap hosted by the Gallery to 
celebrate the current exhibition Pattern and Print: Easton Pearson Archive.  All 
clothing remaining at the end of the day will be donated to Tweed Palliative Support 
Op Shop. 
 
Contemporary Aboriginal artist from the Tweed Caldera, Michael Philp will be a 
special guest onsite during the afternoon. Michael’s works explore themes around 
identity, connection to land, connection to his people and his personal memories of 
his family history within the Tweed. 
 
New exhibition from the Collection 
A Gallery initiative exhibition, this new show titled Transcending Likeness: 
contemporary portraits from the collection, explores approaches to portraiture today; 
from realistic representations that aim to capture the sitters’ likenesses to interpretive 
and symbolic portraits that communicate hints of their innermost selves. The works 
in this exhibition explore the diverse and often unconventional ways of representing 
an individual, and invites us to think more broadly about what constitutes a portrait. 

The exhibition includes works by 28 contemporary artists from the Tweed Regional 
Gallery collection, including works by Joanna Braithwaite, Guy Maestri, Ben Quilty, 
Justine Varga and Michael Zavros. 

Update on Tweed Regional Gallery Accession and De-Accession Policy 
As reported at the last Committee meeting, the Gallery’s Policy was presented to 
Council for consideration of the updates to the Policy. Council resolved to support 
the recommendation, resulting in the Policy being placed on Public Exhibition for a 
period of 28 days, with a submission period of 42 days. The proposed changes are 
presented on Council’s website, under the section titled Have Your Say, where the 
community are invited to respond. The item outlines that Council is proposing some 
minor updates to the Policy which will align this policy with both arts industry 
standards, and standards within TSC, specifically the Tweed Regional Museum. 
Community feedback is invited from 1 June to 8 July 2022. 
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The link to the Have Your Say site is located at:  
https://www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/council/community-engagement/have-your-say 
 
Acquisitions to the Collection 
Please refer to the attached report covering acquisitions to the collection during the 
time since the previous AGAC meeting. Two paintings are currently pending 
donations to the Gallery’s collection through the Commonwealth Government’s 
Cultural Gifts Program. Both works are being donated by the artists, which is very 
generous, and also an indication of the Gallery’s reputation and the artists’ high 
regard for our Gallery, our collection and their experience of exhibiting here. 
 
Ben Quilty’s work was recently featured in the exhibition At Home: Margaret Olley 
and Ben Quilty, and Pam Tippett’s work was included in the exhibition also initiated 
by the Gallery and curated by staff member Ingrid Hedgcock, Margaret’s House from 
October 2020 until May 2021. Pam’s work was exhibited alongside contemporary 
artists John Honeywill, Nicholas Harding and Adam Pyett as contemporary 
responses to Margaret Olley’s still life and interiors paintings and the re-creation of 
her home studio. 
 
At the time of Margaret’s House, paintings created especially for the exhibition by 
Pam Tippett were acquired for the collection via the generosity of the Friends of the 
Tweed Regional Gallery. Further benefaction from Foundation members Bruce and 
Jill Murray enabled the acquisition of Pam’s work from this exhibition. 
 
The Tweed Regional Gallery Foundation Ltd also purchased a major work by Ben 
Quilty which was included in the At Home: Margaret Olley & Ben Quilty exhibition. 
This work is featured on the cover of the 2021 Year in Review and was purchased 
through a bequest of funds to the Foundation. 
 
Both paintings are welcome additions to the Gallery’s collection. 
 
Susi Muddiman OAM, Gallery Director 
16 June 2022 
 
Moved: Hobie Porter  
Seconded: Shirley Kennedy 

RESOLVED: That the Gallery Director’s Report be accepted and acquisitions 
to the collection ratified. 

 
In response to a query regarding an opportunity for Committee members to view the 
recent acquisition the Gallery Director noted that approximately every fourth 
collection exhibition showcases new acquisitions. It was also noted that the Byron 
School of Art works were recently displayed in the exhibition Shared knowledge.   
 
The Foundation and the Friends of the Gallery will also be hosting a ticketed event 
on 19 August that will provide an exclusive opportunity to view new acquisitions.  
 

https://www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/council/community-engagement/have-your-say
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General Business: 
Shirley Kennedy praised the Gallery’s new Prize the Wollumbin Art Award. Shirley said 
that the new award is an improvement and extension of the Gallery’s previous Award, 
the Border Art Prize. 
 
Next Meeting: 
The next meeting of the Tweed Regional Gallery Advisory Committee will be held on 
Wednesday 14 September 2022 (TBC). 
 
The meeting closed at 5.25pm 
 
 
 
EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP TEAM’S COMMENTS: 
Nil. 
 
EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP TEAM’S RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Nil. 
 


