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TWEED SHIRE COUNCIL 
MEETING TASK SHEET 

 
 

Action Item - COUNCIL MEETING  Thursday, 15 June 2017 
 
Action is required for Item 39 as per the Council Resolution outlined below. 
 
 
TITLE: [SUB-TRAG] Minutes of the Tweed Regional Art Gallery Advisory 

Committee Meeting held Wednesday 3 May 2017 

 

Cr J Owen 
Cr P Allsop 
 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Tweed Regional Art Gallery Advisory Committee 
Meeting held Wednesday 3 May 2017 be received and noted. 
 
The Motion was Carried 
 
FOR VOTE - Unanimous 
ABSENT, DID NOT VOTE:  Cr K Milne 
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TITLE: [SUB-TRAG] Minutes of the Tweed Regional Art Gallery Advisory 
Committee Meeting held Wednesday 3 May 2017 

 
SUBMITTED BY: Community and Cultural Services 

 
Valid 

 
LINKAGE TO INTEGRATED PLANNING AND REPORTING FRAMEWORK: 
2 Supporting Community Life 

2.1 Foster strong, cohesive, cooperative, healthy and safe communities 

2.1.3 Provide opportunities for residents to enjoy access to the arts, festivals, sporting activities, recreation, community and cultural 

facilities 

 

 
SUMMARY OF REPORT: 

The Minutes of the Tweed Regional Art Gallery Advisory Committee Meeting held 
Wednesday 3 May 2017 are reproduced in the body of this report for the information of 
Councillors. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Minutes of the Tweed Regional Art Gallery Advisory Committee Meeting 
held Wednesday 3 May 2017 be received and noted. 
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REPORT: 

The Minutes of the Tweed Regional Art Gallery Advisory Committee Meeting held 
Wednesday 3 May 2017 are reproduced as follows for the information of Councillors. 
 
Venue: 

Tweed Regional Gallery and Margaret Olley Art Centre 
 
Time: 

5.20pm 
 
Present: 

Hobie Porter; Martin Sullivan; Jennifer Unwin; Shirley Kennedy; Louise Devine; 
Carol Evans (Vice President, Friends of the Tweed Regional Gallery & MOAC); Cr 
Warren Polglase (Tweed Shire Council); Susi Muddiman (Tweed Regional Gallery 
& Margaret Olley Art Centre); Tracey Stinson (Tweed Shire Council); Neil Baldwin; 
(Tweed Shire Council); Gabby Arthur (Tweed Shire Council) (Minutes); Cr Reece 
Byrnes (Tweed Shire Council) (arrived at 5.30pm) 
 

Apologies: 
Arabella Douglas-Harris; Robyn Grigg (Tweed Shire Council); Mark Cora (Arts 
Northern Rivers) 
 

Minutes of Previous Meeting: 
Moved: Shirley Kennedy 
Seconded: Hobie Porter 

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Tweed Regional Art Gallery Advisory 
Committee meeting held 3 August 2016 be accepted as a true and accurate record 
of the proceedings of that meeting.  

 
Agenda Items: 
 
1. Governance Induction - Neil Baldwin, Tweed Shire Council 
 
Neil Baldwin provided background information to the Committee regarding the 2016 
Council election.  Neil advised that the Committee members will be requested to sign an 
acknowledgement that they have received a copy of the 'Standards of Conduct for 
Council Officials' and 'Your Obligations as a Council Committee Member' documentation 
if they are happy with them.  Neil outlined the responsibilities of the Committee members 
and reminded them that they need to be mindful of any personal or family relationships 
when making recommendations and also of non-pecuniary interests that may occur as a 
result of members being involved in other Committees.  Neil advised that Committee 
members need to be aware of the Code of Conduct and advised that he will leave a copy 
of that document with Susi for future reference.  The Committee was advised that any 
operational issues should be raised outside of the Committee meetings.  Neil reminded 
the Committee that they have been appointed for the term of the current council which at 
this point in time is until September 2020. 
 
2. Election of Chairperson 
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Nominations were requested for the position of Chairperson of the Tweed Regional Art 
Gallery Advisory Committee until September 2018.  Cr Warren Polglase was nominated 
as Chairperson and accepted the position.  
 
Moved:         Shirley Kennedy 
Seconded:   Hobie Porter 

RESOLVED that Cr Warren Polglase be appointed as Chairperson of the Tweed 
Regional Art Gallery Advisory Committee until September 2018. 

 
3. Business Arising from the Minutes: 
 
Nil. 
 
4. Gallery Director Report 
 
Report of the Art Gallery Director submitted to the Art Gallery Advisory Committee on 
Wednesday 3 May 2017. 
 
Subject:  Officer’s Report 
Author:  Susi Muddiman OAM 
Manager:   Robyn Grigg, Manager Community and Cultural Services 
 
VISITORS TO THE GALLERY: 
The Gallery welcomed 23,447 visitors during the period 8 January – 20 April 2017.  This 
period includes the closure of the Gallery during the floods of late March/early April 2017. 
 
The following information covers the period of Friday 9 December 2016 – 26 February 
2017.  
 
The Phantom Art Show 
The Phantom Art Show celebrates the evolution of a unique comic book character over 
the past 80 years.  Exhibition co-curators, Dietmar Lederwasch and Peter Kingston 
dedicated this exhibition to Phantom creator Lee Falk’s first two artists, Ray Moore and 
Wilson McCoy.  Many of the artists represented in the exhibition grew up before the 
digital age when comics were king: Superman, Batman, Nancy and Sluggo, The Little 
King, Captain Marvel; but none resonate like the Phantom.  More than 30 artists have 
contributed their interpretation of the “Ghost Who Walks” through a variety of media and 
styles.  Participating artists include Charles Blackman, Kevin Connor, Elisabeth 
Cummings, Reg Mombassa, Euan Macleod, Paul Ryan, Garry Shead and Greg Weight.  
Presented in association with Australian Galleries, Sydney. 
 
ALSO ON EXHIBITION 
 
THE MARGARET OLLEY ART CENTRE (MOAC) 
The MOAC combines exhibitions of paintings and objects, an interactive multi-media 
drawing activity, research library and education workshop, and is complemented by the 
Nancy Fairfax Artist in Residence Studio.  Central to the MOAC is the recreation of areas 
of Olley’s famous home studio, principally the Hat Factory and the Yellow Room.  
Margaret Olley: from the collection features an eclectic array of works by Margaret Olley, 
many of which have never been on public display.  The exhibition includes landscapes, 
still lifes and interiors completed by Olley throughout her career. 
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THE WITHEY FAMILY GALLERY 
A–Z: the alphabet in art, works from the collection brings together a playful selection of 
works inspired by the alphabet. 
 
THE ANTHONY GALLERY 
In Flagrante Delicto   The subject matter of this series of paintings by James Guppy 
centres on the large multinational corporations and banks that wield what many would 
agree is a disproportionate amount of power, and the capitalist networks that essentially 
run the world to their advantage, regardless of the consequences.  Guppy has 
appropriated “the man in the suit” as a symbol for this new world religion.   
 
Organised in collaboration with the artist and Brenda May Gallery, Sydney. 
 
THE FRIENDS GALLERY  
Until 11 December - Michael Cook's series Mother explores a universal theme that is 
crucial to the wellbeing of all.  Adopted into a non-lndigenous family at birth, and raised 
to advocate strongly for lndigenous rights, his work is driven by the conflicted history of 
the colonial occupation of Australia and the ongoing lack of recognition of Indigenous 
history and culture.  This body of work unravels his personal history and explores 
broader ideas of motherhood, belonging and identity. 
 
The Gallery acknowledges the generous support of collectors Alan Conder and Alan 
Pigott in presenting this exhibition.   
 
From 14 December – 1,2,3 Count the Collection.  The Gallery’s collection currently 
numbers over 1,100 artworks, but it’s all about counting to the number 10 in this fun 
exhibition for families.  Using artworks to illustrate numbers, this exhibition will fascinate 
and delight audiences of all ages.  There’s only 1 thing 2 do, 3 words 4 you – Count the 
Collection. 
 
THE BOYD GALLERY 
PERFORMANCE – Abbey McCulloch, one of Australia’s most recognisable 
contemporary figurative painters was named by Art Collector magazine as one of 
Australia’s '50 most Collectable Artists' in 2009, 2010 and 2011.  McCulloch was 
selected as a finalist in the Archibald Prize in 2007, 2009 and 2013, and her works 
featured in a solo exhibition at Art Stage Singapore in 2014.  Dr Laini Burton from the 
Queensland College of Art wrote, “Like bursts from a camera shutter, the series of works 
in PERFORMANCE capture not only the most consciously posed and poised bodies, but 
those moments in between that reveal the out-takes…”An outcome of the Gallery’s 
Community Access Exhibitions Program. 
 
THE MACNAUGHTON FOCUS GALLERY 
Becoming – Susan Kinneally says of her series of works on paper, “This work began with 
a course in botanical illustration; I love intricate detail and line and although I enjoyed 
learning to use watercolour, I found the discipline of describing botanical features tedious 
– scientific accuracy didn’t appeal as much as making images.  My drawings started to 
rebel, growing into a series of works which are inspired by my interest in different 
realities.  In my botanical world there are parallel universes about to collide.  The 
kingdoms of flora and fauna are melding, with the added complication of the incursion of 
fantastical creatures, but in the subtlest way.  One does not always see at first, the 
wrapping of a mermaid’s tail around the stem of an Iris, nor the carpet snake 
transforming into a Golden Penda.”   
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An outcome of the Gallery’s Community Access Exhibitions Program. 
 
ATTENDANCES  
 
Exhibition period open to the public for 57 days (closed Christmas Day) 

59 days (McCulloch and Kinneally only) 
 
Opening Function 242 
 
Community Groups 59 – Freedom Aged Care (11), PR Media Group (4), 

Australis (7) 
Anglicare (9 + 11), Gold Coast Bridge Congress (17)  

 
Education Groups 226 - Murwillumbah East PS (115), The Southport School 

(43 + 39), Japanese Students (21), Pacific Coast Christian 
School (8) 
Primary = 115   Secondary = 90   Tertiary = 21 

 
This exhibition period included the Christmas and New Year holiday, which as 
anticipated, led to dramatically reduced visits by school and community groups. 
 
TOTAL ATTENDANCES: 19,265 
19,833 (McCulloch and Kinneally only) 
 
PUBLIC PROGRAMS 
A combined exhibition opening event at 6.00pm on Saturday 10 December, was 
attended by 242 members of the public and “Phans”.  The event was enlivened by the 
attendance of “The Phantom”, who was accompanied by a young “Kit Walker” and a 
teenage “Heloise Walker” all in Phantom costume and attended by a very beautiful 
“Devil” (Braka, a German shepherd).  Devil’s handler and the three “Phantoms” all 
donated their time and had a lot of fun interacting with Gallery visitors and generally 
hamming it up.  At 6.30pm Tweed Regional Gallery Director, Susi Muddiman welcomed 
guests and introduced Karen MacDonald, long-time friend of artist Susan Kinneally, who 
opened Susan’s exhibition Becoming.  Then Tracy Cooper-Lavery, Director, Gold Coast 
City Gallery opened Abbey McCulloch’s exhibition PERFORMANCE.   
 
In an impressive two-part spectacle Mr Michael Bryce, followed by The Honourable 
Dame Quentin Bryce, each introduced The Phantom Art Show in a unique and personal 
manner.  In an extraordinary finale, Mr Bryce invited men from the audience to join him in 
making the “Oath of the Phantom” on the skull of the first Phantom’s father.  Special 
guests at this event included The Phantom Art Show co-curator Peter Kingston, 
accompanied by his sister, the acclaimed ceramicist Fairlie Kingston; Gallerist and art 
dealer, Philip Bacon AM; Dr Laini Burton, Senior Lecturer, QCA Honours Program 
Director and Convenor: Studio Art; Dan Fraser, Phantom Blogger; and Margaret 
Cameron, Manager and Paul McKeon, Board Chairman of the Bunker Cartoon Gallery, 
Coffs Harbour. 
 
On Sunday 11 December, co-curator Peter Kingston returned at 11.00am to deliver an 
exhibition talk on The Phantom Art Show with many anecdotes and some excellent input 
from Dan Fraser, contributor to the Phantom blog chroniclechamber.com and the 
audience of 23, some of them clearly devoted fans of The Phantom. 
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School holiday programs for The Phantom Art Show included two Phantom Fridays for 
Families and plasticine Superhero Figures workshops with artist Leonie Rhodes, all in 
January 2017.  On Wednesday 18 January Leonie held a morning class for 13 children 
aged 6 – 12years, and for 7 teenagers in the afternoon.  All children created great 
characters in a huge variety of colours, costumes and poses.  Phantom costumes for 
children’s dress ups were kindly created by a Gallery volunteer with sewing skills, these 
were used at both the opening event and on Phantom Fridays.   
 
Susan Kinneally presented an Artist at Work Demonstration on Sunday 5 February and 
was surrounded by interested members of the public for the duration.  During the hours 
of 1.00-3.00pm approximately 50 people interacted with the artist and learnt about her 
inspiration, attention to detail and technical aspects of the work. 
 
On Sunday 19 February the Gallery hosted a Q & A session between academic, Dr Laini 
Burton and artist, Abbey McCulloch.  This lively, revealing and engaging conversation 
resulted in some perceptive and intriguing comments and questions from the audience of 
22. 
 
EDUCATION 
EDUCATION RESOURCES AND EVENTS 
The Gallery’s Education and Audience Development Officer (EADO) contacted any 
schools and community groups that made bookings prior to their visit to discuss their 
needs and requirements, and available educational resources.  Education resources 
were distributed and discussed during Volunteer Guide Training sessions. 
 
The Phantom Art Show 
• An ‘ABOUT sheet’, which included a brief overview of the content of the exhibition 

and information about the artists involved was created and distributed to Gallery 
Guides to assist with their preparation for guiding groups through the exhibition.  
Some of the guides also attended associated public programs for these exhibitions 
to extend their knowledge.  

• To complement the exhibition and to engage families over the busy summer period, 
the Education and Audience Development Officer and Public Programs Curator 
developed a program of engaging activities, which included:  
 Sixty (60) participants enjoyed two interactive guided tours and creative 

activities in sessions titled Phantom Fridays for Families on 13 and 20 January 
2017. 

 Two superhero sculpture workshops for young people with artist Leonie 
Rhodes on 18 January / 20 participants. 

 A comic book reading area for adults and children, and a comic strip drawing 
activity station. 

• The Phantom suit was extremely useful in promoting the exhibition, the costume 
was used in a photo-shoot with local children to promote the family activities on 6 
January.  There were also two occasions when the Phantom ‘roamed’ through the 
community (Tweed Heads on 5 February and Murwillumbah on 9 February) to 
promote the final weeks of the exhibition.  

 
PERFORMANCE - Abbey McCulloch 
• An ‘ABOUT sheet’ created by the EADO, which included an overview of the content 

and concept of the exhibition and statements by the artists, was distributed to 
Gallery Guides to assist with their preparation for guiding groups during the 
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exhibition period. Some of the guides also attended associated public programs for 
these exhibitions to extend their knowledge. 

 
Becoming – Susan Kinneally 
• An ‘ABOUT sheet’ created by the EADO, which included an overview of the content 

and concept of the exhibition and statements by the artists, was distributed to 
Gallery Guides to assist with their preparation for guiding groups during the 
exhibition period. Some of the guides also attended associated public programs for 
these exhibitions to extend their knowledge. 

 
VOLUNTEER GUIDES & GUIDED TOURS 
Volunteer Guide Training: A training session for Gallery Guides on 7 December, 
conducted by the Gallery’s Education and Audience Development Officer (EADO), was 
attended by 19 guides.  This training session included information on The Phantom Art 
Show, and exhibitions by Abbey McCulloch and Susan Kinneally. 
 
Guided Tours: Free guided tours for the general public are presented daily (Wednesday 
to Sunday) from 11.30am.  These are conducted by our trained Volunteer Gallery Guides 
and include the history of the gallery and current exhibitions on display, as well as the 
Margaret Olley Art Centre.  Additional tours for booked groups are also available at 
10.30am and 1.30pm.   
 
Guided Tours Number Total 

attendance 
Free daily tours for the general public 
Depending on visitor numbers, either one or two guided tours 
were conducted by Volunteer Gallery Guides at 11.30am 
each day  

 
78 

 
393 

Tours/introductions for Booked Groups 
Guided tours for community/school groups, conducted by 
Gallery Guides  
 
Introductory talks, conducted by Gallery staff or Volunteer 
Guides 

 
2 
 

0 

 
15 
 

0 

 80 408 
 
CATALOGUES 
The Phantom Art Show: This catalogue, which was produced in comic style, was the 
perfect publication to accompany The Phantom Art Show exhibition. Sourced through the 
Co-Curator, Peter Kingston, the Gallery sold 191 copies of the catalogue (161 copies 
sent to next venue).  At a wholesale price of $5.50, catalogues sold for a retail price of 
$7.50 each.  These sales led to a Gallery profit of $382.00 (ex GST). 
 
PERFORMANCE – Abbey McCulloch produced at her own expense, a small colour 
catalogue featuring an essay by Dr Laini Burton, Lecturer, Queensland College of Art 
and quality images of works included in the show.  The catalogues were distributed free 
of charge to Gallery visitors.   
 
ART SALES and ACQUISITIONS: 
Becoming – Susan Kinneally: The artist’s first solo exhibition achieved a wonderful result 
in regard to art sales, with 13 of the 14 works on display sold to Gallery visitors.  With 
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retail prices ranging from $400 - $1,100, retail sales totalled $10,850, consisting of 
$7,269.50 artist payment and $358.50 Gallery commission.   
 
PERFORMANCE – Abbey McCulloch:  As requested by the artist, all sales enquiries 
were directed to the artist’s commercial representatives, This is No Fantasy, Melbourne 
and Edwina Corlette Gallery, Brisbane.  We understand that 7 works from the exhibition 
were sold through these agents.   
 
PROMOTION 
Website – http://www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/artgallery - includes general information on the 
Gallery’s exhibition schedule and other specific exhibition related material eg: education 
resources and links to touring agencies websites.  
 
During this exhibition period the Gallery's “Current Exhibitions” webpage attracted page 
views = 3,445 
 
Other online listings include:  
• Museums & Galleries NSW www.mgnsw.org.au  
• Arts Northern Rivers www.artsnorthernrivers.com.au  
• Byron Arts Magazine www.byronartsmagazine.com.au    
• Regional Arts NSW www.regionalartsnsw.com.au   
• Media Releases – distributed widely through the Tweed Shire Council’s Customer 

and Communication Services Unit. 
• Invitations – 2,500 copies distributed. 1,500 to the Friends of the Gallery mail list, 

with additional copies distributed to mail lists of relevant agencies, touring bodies, 
exhibiting artists, local media, education and tourism facilities and Gallery visitors. 

• Gallery Exhibition Program – 5,000 distributed to Friends of the Gallery mail list, 
arts and media organisations, schools, tourism operators and Gallery visitors. 

• .Advertisements – advertising schedule may include national periodicals (eg: 
Imprint, Art Monthly), local newspapers (eg: Tweed Daily News, Byron Shire Echo), 
free publications (eg: Tweed Valley Weekly) and the Tweed Shire Council 
newsletter (Tweed Link) distributed to all shire households.  

 
Tweed Daily News  January 2017 
Tweed Valley Weekly 10/11/16, 20/01/17 (Guppy only) 
Tweed Valley Weekly 8/12/16, 29/12/2016, 16/02/2016 (Phantom only) 
Tweed Link   December 2016 (Phantom only) 
 
MEDIA COVERAGE 
It is unfortunate and frustrating, that despite the Gallery’s inclusion of appropriate image 
credits, and relevant taglines and logos on all media releases and promotional 
documents, media agencies regularly fail to include the information in published articles. 
See copies of print media coverage attached. 
 
RADIO 
“Live to air interview: Jodi Ferrari with Chloe Maxwell on the Phantom Art Show” ABC 
Gold Coast 16/01/2017 
 
GENERAL 
“Tweed Gallery caters for young and old in festive season”, Tweed Sun,  22/12/2016 
“Visit your local gallery these holidays.  
The Phantom Art Show  

http://www.mgnsw.org.au/
http://www.artsnorthernrivers.com.au/
http://www.byronartsmagazine.com.au/
http://www.regionalartsnsw.com.au/
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“Beware the ‘Ghost Who Walks’”, Tweed Link,  Dec 2016 
“The Ghost Who Walks – The Phantom Art Show on display” 
www.byronartsmagazine.com.au/blog,  

05/12/2016 

“The Phantom and the Dame visit Tweed Gallery”, Tweed Valley Weekly, 15/12/2016 
“The Phantom Art Show keeps comic book hero alive 80 years on”, 
www.abc.net.au  

13/12/2016 

“Create your own superhero at TRG these school holidays”, 
www.blankgc.com.au,  

01/01/2016 

“Phantom caller”, Tweed Sun,  12/01/2017 
“Exhibition salutes Ghost Who Walks”, Tweed Sun,  12/01/2017 
“Superhero sculptures help mould young artists at TRG…”, 
www.radioaustralia.net.au,  

29/01/2017 

“Superhero sculptures help mould young artists at TRG…, 
www.abc.net.au,  

29/01/2017 

Performance – Abbey McCulloch “Painting our PERFORMANCE”, 
www.creativecaldera.com.au,  

08/12/2016 

“Works by a ‘most collectable’ painter on display at Tweed”, 
www.echo.net.au,  

11/12/2016 

“Abbey McCulloch: The Female Performance”, 
www.byronartsmagazine.com.au/blog,  

09/12/2016 

“New exhibition opens at Tweed", Tweed Valley Weekly,  08/12/2016 
  
Becoming – Susan Kinneally “Botanical Fantasy”, 
www.byronartsmagazine.com.au/blog,  

07/12/2016 

“The botanical becomes fantasy”, www.creativecaldera.com.au,  08/12/2016 
“Local botanical artist flourishes in first exhibition” , www.echo.net.au,  08/12/2016 
“Fairy stories and quantum physics collide to produce absorbing art”, 
www.northernstar.com.au,  

08/01/2016 

“A love of botany inspires imaginative artist", www.thechronicle.com.au,  10/01/2017 
“Becoming – Susan Kinneally exhibition at the TRG: ends soon”, 
www.creativecaldera.com.au,  

08/02/2017 

 
COMMENTS - Excerpts from the Visitor Comment Book  
• Uplifting, inspiring and overwhelming (Churchill, VIC) 
• Wonderful – I smiled all the way through the gallery. (Alderley, QLD) 
• A wonderful and magical experience and setting. (Deception Bay, QLD) 
• A fabulous experience complimented by the exquisite view which fills you with a 

feeling of serenity. (Wollongbar) 
• Wonderful to have a first class gallery in a regional area. (Goonengerry) 
• Amazing exhibitions once again. Love this gallery! (France) 
• A fantastic gallery – great curation and variety. (Sydney) 
• A treasure in every corner, I loved this place. (Sydney) 
• Very impressed with this professional facility – and the range of unique displays. 

(Brisbane) 
• Impressive – a great icon for the area. (Gold Coast) 
• What a range of exciting exhibitions – fascinating and fun. (ACT) 
• Thank you. The views are stunning and the exhibitions engaging. (Gorokan) 
• How very fortunate the community is to have this gallery. (Edenhope, Vic) 
• I just keep coming back to one of Australia’s best art galleries. (Sydney) 
• Great exhibitions, very inspirational and entertaining. (Ocean Shores) 
• A beautiful gallery with a wonderful range of incredible pieces, Helpful and friendly 

staff. (Boondall) 

http://www.byronartsmagazine.com.au/blog
http://www.abc.net.au/
http://www.blankgc.com.au/
http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/
http://www.abc.net.au/
http://www.creativecaldera.com.au/
http://www.echo.net.au/
http://www.byronartsmagazine.com.au/blog
http://www.byronartsmagazine.com.au/blog
http://www.creativecaldera.com.au/
http://www.echo.net.au/
http://www.northernstar.com.au/
http://www.thechronicle.com.au/
http://www.creativecaldera.com.au/
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• A wonderful gallery and exhibitions – the kids loved it! (Kangaroo Point) 
• Really, really impressive – and idyllic location – beautiful. (Port Douglas) 
• A superb combination of wonders! (Bingil Bay) 
• What a surprising gem with very friendly staff. (Wellington, NZ) 
• The best regional gallery I have visited – full of depth, humour and insight. (Hong 

Kong/Brisbane) 
• I used to live in Tyalgum as a kid. I love coming to this gallery every year, and am 

very proud of it. You do a great job and service to the community and tourists. 
Thank you. (Melbourne) 

• What a great place to bring the kids on a steamy hot day. Keep up the good work. 
(Everton Hills) 

• What a selection! The works and collections are highly inspiring and the layout is 
fun. (Mullumbimby) 

• Loved Guppy and the Phantom – and all of it!  
• I loved the James Guppy works – and all the other exhibitions, as inspiring as ever. 

(Clunes) 
• Always a joy to visit. ABC/Butterflies/Phantom/Olley! The best gallery, and always 

consistent. (Broadbeach) 
• Fabulous exhibitions, A-Z and Phantom – well done! (Bondi) 
• What a pleasure to see Olley, McCulloch and the Phantom – all in one day. 

(Toowoomba) 
 
The Phantom Art Show 
• Loved it! A Big Phan!!! (Currumbin Waters) 
• Great – loved the displays and the coffee, especially In Flagrante Delicto. 
(Kenmore) 
• Love The Phantom +++. 
• I loved the Phantom collection – it took me back. (Cairns) 
• Better to remove politics from the Phantom exhibition, it is offensive, inaccurate and 

detracts greatly. (Sydney) 
• Euan Macleod’s “Father of the Phantom” – excellent! 
• The Phantom exhibition brought back so many childhood memories. (Pottsville) 
 
Tours and Public Programs 
• A most friendly gallery. The conducted tour was so informative and interesting. 

(London, 4/12/16) 
• What a lovely experience for both myself and my 21 month old granddaughter. 

(Angourie) 
• A visual pleasure, and having Marilyn show us through was excellent. (Maclean) 
 
1, 2, 3 – Count the Collection 
• Thank you for the butterflies – awesome! (Byron Bay) 
• Love the butterflies! An amazing gallery. (Brisbane) 
• Love the butterfly exhibition. (Sydney) 
• I am a big fan of the butterfly painting and children’s interactives. Good job – thank 
you! (Germany) 
 
Abbey McCulloch 
• Abbey’s works are amazing! (Varsity) 
• Stunning work by Abbey McCulloch. (Byron Bay) 
• Love your work ABS! (Troysie, Burleigh) 
• Abbey McCulloch’s work is inspiring and thoughtful. (Gold Coast) 
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A-Z From the Collection 
• Congratulations Tweed Regional Gallery – fantastic exhibitions. A-Z is a signature 

show and needs more promotion. A wonderful selection from your collection. 
(Newcastle) 

• Loved the alphabet show – a couple almost had me stumped. (Caldwell, ACT) 
• A-Z – a stunning mixture of mediums and styles. (Burleigh Heads) 
• Jonathan Aatty provoked a thump in my chest – my favourite. (Casuarina) 
• The big portraits by Hui Hai and Angus McDonald are truly fantastic. (Bogangar) 
 
GENERAL GALLERY BUSINESS  
 
Publication: 2016 Year in Review 
The TRGMOAC has enjoyed continued success as a leading cultural facility in NSW in 
recent years. Frequently praised in media broadsheets, journals and sector publications 
for its innovative programming and professional staff, the Gallery attracts income through 
sector funding gateways and generates income through a variety of programs.  The 
Gallery has not previously produced an annual report or an equivalent publication due to 
restraints on staff and financial resources. Given the Gallery’s prominent and impressive 
role and profile in the sector, the Gallery staff identified a need to produce a promotional 
publication highlighting the Gallery’s achievements with the aim of attracting further 
funding and valuable partnerships into the future. A need for a promotional and 
marketing tool was also identified by the Tweed Regional Gallery Foundation Ltd’s Board 
of Directors as an ideal method of attracting further memberships to the organisation, 
and offering existing life members a suitable publication highlighting some of the 
outcomes of their philanthropy. The Gallery Director approached the Gallery’s support 
organisations, the Tweed Regional Gallery Foundation Ltd. and the Friends of the Tweed 
Regional Gallery and Margaret Olley Art Centre Inc. for financial assistance towards the 
production of the Year in Review. The continued generosity and support of the Gallery 
from these key organisations was evidenced through their financial contributions of 
$2,500 and $1,500 respectively towards the cost of this publication. 
 
The 2016 Year in Review will be released shortly, following its presentation to Council at 
its May meeting. 
 
Presentation of international touring exhibition 
The TRGMOAC will present an international exhibition to visitors from 30 June to 17 
September 2017. With the generous financial assistance of the Tweed Regional Gallery 
Foundation Ltd (TRGF), the landmark presentation, David Hockney: Words and Pictures, 
is a first for the Gallery. Drawn from the British Council Collection, the exhibition presents 
four major suites of artists’ prints produced by world-famous artist David Hockney from 
1961–1977.  
The TRGF enthusiastically agreed to support the presentation of this touring exhibition 
organised and offered by the British Council in London from their Collection, underwriting 
the cost of the presentation and promotion of the exhibition to the value of $65,000. The 
presentation of the exhibition will also be supported through the Gallery’s recurrent 
budget through Council and with recurrent grant funds through the annual program 
funding awarded to the Gallery through Arts NSW. 
 
Tweed Regional Gallery is proud to present this exhibition in partnership with the Blue 
Mountains Cultural Centre in Katoomba. The exhibition will premiere at Tweed before 
travelling on to Katoomba in October 2017. 



 

   

13 

 
This international exhibition is enhanced by a collection of original artworks by Hockney 
kindly loaned to the Tweed Regional Gallery by the artist’s brother John Hockney, a 
resident of Australia. 
 
Portraits: Margaret Olley exhibition Upcoming exhibition -12 May – 10 September 
2017 
This exhibition is a TRGMOAC initiative, curated by our staff member Ingrid Hedgcock, 
Curator Margaret Olley Art Centre & Collection Manager. 
 
Margaret Olley’s extraordinary career was bookended by two Archibald Prize winning 
portraits – William Dobell’s Margaret Olley 1948 and Ben Quilty’s Margaret Olley 2011. 
See them both, along with self-portraits and portraits by more of Olley’s artist friends, in 
this never-before assembled exhibition of paintings and photographs by some of most 
significant figures in Australian art. 
 
Artists include: Russell Drysdale, Jeffrey Smart, Ian Fairweather, Margaret Cilento, Judy 
Cassab, Ray Crooke, Robert Barnes, Nicholas Harding, Danelle Bergstrom, Adam Knott 
and Greg Weight. 
 
A number of events will be staged by the Gallery in support of this landmark exhibition. 
Gallery Up Late: Friday 9 June 2017. 
 
($10 / $7 Friends of the Gallery and students), includes panel discussion with leading 
artists and Artsworkers. 
 
Student Enrichment Day –Focus on Portraiture: 8 June 2017 
($10 per student: lunch provided) 
 
Art in the Pub: Monday 10 July 2017 
(Free) In Conversation with photographer Greg Weight 
See invitation and Exhibition News for further details. 
 
The exhibition is complemented by a full colour, hard cover exhibition catalogue as a 
major publication for the Gallery. With contributing texts from Philip Bacon AM, Ben 
Quilty, Edmund Capon AM, Christine France and Ingrid Hedgcock, this publication is set 
to become a standard text on Olley’s oeuvre. It contains sumptuous colour reproductions 
of most of the exhibition works. 
 
The publication received generous financial support from the Margaret Olley Art Trust, 
the TRG Foundation Ltd and the Friends of TRGMOAC Inc. 
 
Acquisitions 
Please see attached list of Acquisitions for ratification by the Committee. I will be pleased 
to speak to these acquisitions at the meeting. Please note that this is an unusually high 
number of acquisitions requiring ratification. This is primarily due to the fact that there 
has been no meeting of the Committee since August 2016. In addition, a substantial 
number of artworks have been thoroughly catalogued following the employment of the 
Gallery’s part time Technical Officer: Collection and Exhibitions in December 2016. 
 
Susi Muddiman OAM, Gallery Director 
26 April 2017 
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The Committee Members passed on their praise for the Phantom show.  The Committee 
Members advised they were impressed with the 2016 Year in Review publication.  
Louise provided exceptional feedback to the Michael Cooke photographic exhibition. 
 
The List of Acquisitions was discussed.  
 
Moved:         Louise Devine 
Seconded:   Hobie Porter 

RESOLVED that the List of Acquisitions tabled at the meeting on 3 May 2017 be 
ratified by the Tweed Regional Art Gallery Advisory Committee. 

 
Moved:         Louise Devine 
Seconded:   Hobie Porter 

RESOLVED that Report by the Art Gallery Director be received for information by 
the Tweed Regional Gallery Advisory Committee. 

 
General Business: 
 
1. A report will be provided to the next meeting regarding sustainable energy 

measures at the Gallery. 
 
2. Cr Polglase welcomed the new Committee aboard.  Cr Polglase advised that the 

Hockney international exhibition will take the Gallery to the next level. 
 
3. Carole suggested that the Gallery and Council should be considering 

accommodation and tourism links for interstate and international tourists visiting 
Murwillumbah and the Gallery.  Tracey suggested that Gallery brochures could be 
placed in the Tweed Coast Holiday Parks. 

 
4. Susi encouraged the Committee Members to become members of the Friends of 

the Gallery. 
 
5. Susi distributed the Governance acknowledgement letters to the Committee 

Members for them to sign and return to her at the Gallery. 
 
6. Following the meeting, Mark Cora requested via email that the Minutes of the 

meeting record him as an apology for the meeting as he was unable to attend due 
to workload. 

 
Next Meeting: 
The next meeting of the Tweed Regional Art Gallery Advisory Committee will be held 
Wednesday 26 July 2017 at 5.00pm. 
 
The meeting closed at 6.30pm. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT TEAM’S COMMENTS: 
 
Nil. 
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EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT TEAM’S RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
Nil. 
 
COUNCIL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
a. Policy: 
Code of Meeting Practice. 
 
Terms of Reference - Reviewed 21 August 2012. 
 
b. Budget/Long Term Financial Plan: 
Not applicable. 
 
c. Legal: 
Not Applicable. 
 
d. Communication/Engagement: 
Inform - We will keep you informed. 
 
UNDER SEPARATE COVER/FURTHER INFORMATION: 

Nil. 
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