
1 Understanding heritage
Heritage information series

Tweed Shire Council

This fact sheet outlines the aims of the information series, why properties 
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Aims of heritage protection

• Support the community’s sense of identity - of its beginnings, its present and its   
 potential;

• Encourage an understanding of the importance of heritage and the value it   
 provides  to the Tweed Shire community;

• Encourage an understanding and respect of heritage significance;

• Encourage appropriate maintenance of heritage items.

Aims of the information series

• Outline detailed and practical guidance to support the heritage legislative    
 requirements;

• Outline the requirements when undertaking development and lodging a    
 development application or a request for “maintenance and/or minor works” for a   
 heritage item or within a conservation area     ; 

• Provide information which assists heritage owners in the Tweed Shire to maintain   
 and use their properties in ways which are beneficial to the owner and which also   
 maintain the heritage significance of the properties; and

• Outline what Heritage Incentives and Grants may be accessed by Tweed residents   
 for assistance in maintaining their heritage property or item.
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Why do we protect places with heritage value?
For our environment
Sustainable development begins with recycling. Adaptive reuse 
of heritage buildings, rather than demolition and reconstruction, 
reduces our consumption of resources and our ecological footprint.

For our economy
Heritage attractions underpin regional tourism. They provide the 
material to promote the qualities and history of our region. Especially 
rare and authentic items and places provide unique attractions that 
cannot be recreated elsewhere.

For owners
The benefits go beyond the timeless character often found in 
heritage places. One of the important things people look for when 
choosing an environment in which to live is the character.  

There is growing evidence to support the view that heritage listing 
can have a positive impact on property values, and the current real 
estate advertisements reflect this. Research has been carried out 
during the past decade on the impact of heritage protection on 
property prices and has found heritage protection has not adversely 
affected heritage property values and in some instances has a 
positive impact.

The main reason people purchase heritage properties is that they 
like them. They like the character and detail of the craftsmanship, 
or their historic links with the past, the proportions of the rooms, the 
high ceilings, the well-established gardens and wonderful settings. 
Listing gives owners greater certainty the heritage qualities of the 
area are protected. Sensibly maintained, the old keeps its appeal in 
the long-term and only grows in rarity with age. 

For our community
Heritage plays a major role in the appeal and life of neighbourhoods. 
Heritage listing and protection builds an understanding of our past 
but it also keeps heritage places authentic, alive and useful.

Maintains the character of an area
Protection of an item requires Council to consider the impact of 
proposed development to, or in the vicinity of, a heritage item or 
conservation area. This ensures an appropriate context for assessing 
the impact on the heritage significance and prevents unsympathetic 
development from spoiling the heritage value of the item or area. 
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Heritage advisory services
Listing gives owners access to free heritage advisory services 
provided by Council and supported by the Heritage Branch.  Heritage 
advisors have many years experience in the management and 
conservation of heritage buildings. The heritage advisor can provide 
valuable advice on maintenance, restoration, alterations and 
additions, tradespeople and undertake site visits to help you make 
decisions about your property and its management, before you start 
works.

Council has recently been successful in obtaining a State grant to 
establish a Heritage Advisor service.  The Heritage Advisor may be 
contacted through Council’s Strategic Planning and Urban Design 
Unit on 6670 2503.

Heritage grants and loans
Listing enables access to a range of grants and loans through the 
NSW the Heritage Branch. In fact, listing is a general requirement for 
NSW Heritage Branch funding.

Owners of State heritage listed items may also be eligible to apply for 
State heritage funding.

Council has recently established a local heritage assistance fund, 
which provides a small funding source to assist owners of heritage 
items undertake suitable improvements and repairs.  

2014/15 saw the commencement of the first local heritage grants 
with six successful recipients.  The fund operates on a financial year 
basis and applications for the fund will open around July each year.


